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agency so conceived. We see it in the
Semitic utterance : " I am the Lord and there
is none else. I form light and create dark-
ness ; I make peace and create evil. . . .
Let the skies pour down righteousness;
let it spring up. I the Lord have created
it." By implication, if not by utterances so
sharply etched as this, the all-soul of Vedan-
tism stands in a similar position. But in the
Bhagavad-Glta, the poem of a somewhat
later age, we find a lesser claim put forward for
divine providence in the person of the exalted
one or Bhagava. " When right is declining,
and wrong increasing, . . . then, to pro-
tect the good and destroy evil-doers, and
to confirm the right am I in every age of
mankind reborn." l But to produce actions
and to connect acts and their consequences,
" here (only) nature (prakriti) works." *

Now the Pitakas do not assert, but they
leave it clear enough, that, in the organic
universe, right and wrong, and those conse-
quences of actions which we call justice,
retribution, compensation, are as truly and
inevitably a part of the eternal natural or
cosmic order as the flow of a river, the process
of the seasons, the plant from the fertile
seed. Going farther than the modern scien-
tific standpoint, they substituted a cosmodicy
for a theodicy, a natural moral order for
the moral design of a creative deity.

This order which Buddhism saw in the
1 Bhag. Gitd, iv. 8 ; v. 14.